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Head of Academic Skills

	Department:
	Library

	Grade/ Salary:
	Grade 8, £52511 - £60244 (pro-rata)

	Contract Type:
	Permanent 

	Hours:
	35 per week (Full time)

	Location:
	New Cross, London




Goldsmiths

Goldsmiths, University of London is a world-leading centre of educational excellence where ground-breaking research meets innovative teaching and thinking. We're looking for inspiring and talented people to help build on our global reputation while also growing personally in a true learning organisation.

As a college we are working to tackle inequality in all its forms and are working to promote equality on grounds of race, disability, age, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, religion and belief, marriage and civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity, and caring responsibilities. We are keen to attract candidates from diverse backgrounds who share our commitment to creating an inclusive culture in which all students and staff can thrive.

[bookmark: _Hlk96941835]Information for candidates with disabilities can be found on our Disability & Individual needs page. We are happy to supply information in alternative formats for disabled applicants. Please contact hr-recruitment@gold.ac.uk to make your request.




The Library

This is your chance to be part of modern, successful, people focused library service. Joining us, you’ll get the chance to learn new skills, explore your interests, and get involved in exciting new projects. 
 
Our Library at Goldsmiths is at the heart of academic life and the student experience on campus. We have a strong culture of delivering reliable, high quality services, resources and support to all our schools and visitors and we are passionate about continually innovating, developing and improving our offer. 
 
We are proud of our highly skilled, collaborative staff and of our unique resources, which enable us to support our community in their learning, teaching, scholarship and research. 

 Job description

Reporting to: 		Head of Academic Skills
Reports: 		Subject Librarians, Study Skills Librarian, Student Ambassadors

Note: 
This role is offered on a campus-first hybrid model

Summary:
The Head of Academic Skills leads the strategic development and delivery of the Library’s academic skills provision, co-managing the Academic Enrichment and Skills Development Team alongside the Head of Digital Skills and Head of Special Collections and Archives.
The postholder ensures that students, staff and researchers across all disciplines are equipped with academic competencies essential for success. The postholder designs and implements training programmes, resources and support services that advance academic and information literacy university wide.
Working collaboratively with academic Schools and Faculties and professional services team, they align Library academic skills initiatives with teaching and learning and research priorities, while staying responsive to emerging technological developments and sector best practices. A key focus of the role is embedding academic and information skills into the curriculum and supporting decolonisation and access and participation work in partnership with Schools and Faculties.
As a member of the Library Management Team (LMT), the role influences and contributes to the strategic planning of the service and represents the Library in internal and external collaborations.

Main duties:
1. Lead and co-manage the Academic Enrichment and Skills Development team, including recruitment, induction, probation, staff development, performance management and appraisal; ensuring effective deployment of staff and delegation of work and responsibilities and that staff understand their contribution to the department and to Goldsmiths’ Strategy.
2. As a member of the Library Management Team (LMT), contribute to Library strategic planning and service development, and lead and manage cross-team projects, project teams and task and finish groups in support of strategic objectives. 
3. Lead, plan, manage and develop the Library’s academic and digital skills and literacies offer, including creating and delivering co-curricular workshops and asynchronous resources, ensuring provision is responsive, fit for purpose and accessible to students at all academic levels (undergraduate, taught postgraduate, and research degree students).
4. Work in partnership with academic colleagues across the university to lead, influence and integrate academic and digital skills into the curriculum, contributing from the course design phase onward. This includes engaging with major initiatives including the Connected Curriculum and leading the team to deliver high-impact embedded activities which are aligned with strategic goals.
5. Collaborate with colleagues across the Library to ensure integrated services supporting teaching and learning and research, as well as effective enquiries management, booking processes and communication related to digital skills and literacies provision.
6. Build and maintain strong relationships with key internal and external stakeholders, including academic Schools and Faculties, Research and Knowledge Exchange, Graduate School, IT & Digital Services, Estates, Student Success, Adobe, University of London federal member institutions and other relevant bodies. Act as the senior point of stakeholder liaison for the Library, ensuring Goldsmiths’ interests are represented and the information needs of academic staff and researchers are effectively met.
7. Maintain up-to-date professional knowledge on current issues, developments and policy within the information literacies, digital skills and technologies landscapes to ensure Goldsmiths researchers and staff receive timely advice and guidance.
8. Lead change management via review and enhancement of workflows and processes within Library academic and digital skills provision to Library customers and stakeholders.
9. Develop and maintain key performance indicators for digital skills and literacy provision, using analytics, student data, and benchmarking to drive service enhancement. Contribute to institutional narratives for the Teaching Excellence Framework (TEF) and Office for Students by supporting data collection, analysis and reporting. Produce reports and statistics for university committees, working groups and external stakeholders, aligning with retention and performance goals.
14. Take responsibility and provide leadership for the development of accredited activity around digital skills and literacies including micro-credentialling / digital badging, HEAR (Higher Education Achievement Report) activity and certifications (for example Adobe, Microsoft).
15. Hold overall responsibility for understanding and influencing how library collections are embedded into the curriculum, working closely with academic School and Faculties to ensure alignment with teaching and learning needs. Actively feed insight from this into Library content strategy, contributing to an iterative, evidence-based approach to collections in collaboration with the Library Management Team (LMT).
15. Develop, co-manage and lead the Academic Enrichment and Skills Development in strategic and Faculty-level interventions within information and other literacies that promote students’ engagement and equity of opportunity for all to reach their potential, and that support successful delivery of Goldsmiths' Access and Participation Plan.
16. Equip, manage, and provide operational leadership for Student Ambassadors and Adobe Student Ambassadors, including recruitment, deployment, appraisal, and associated administration, as well as delivering clear guidance, training, and coordination to support peer-to-peer learning and effective delivery of digital skills and literacies, including liaison with Adobe as required.
17. Represent the Library at university meetings and committees, and external events as required.
18. Deputise for the Director of Library Services or Deputy Director of Library Services in their absence.
19. Any other duties as may reasonably be required by the Deputy Director of Library Services.


Generic Duties: 
1. To promote the activity of Library Services by working across professional service departments, academic departments, the Students’ Union, and external stakeholders.
2. To participate in a rota to cover a variety of service points and tasks across the full range of staffed library opening hours.
3. To contribute to teamwork to ensure business continuity within the team following the failure of, or damage to, vital services or facilities.
4. To contribute to an enhanced student experience by supporting student engagement including attendance at events, supporting engagement initiatives (including Open Days, Applicant Visit Days, Welcome Week, Graduation Ceremonies, and relevant Corporate Events). These may include evenings and/or weekends.
5. Maintain a high level of professional awareness of best practice and innovation both within the LIS sector and more broadly, and engage in internal and external CPD activities, professional networks and organisations in order to raise the profile of Goldsmiths and to share best practice across the sector.
6. To understand the principles of accessibility and equity, diversity and inclusion (EDI) and proactively apply these to your area of expertise.
7. To understand the principle and ambitions of the Liberate our Library programme and work actively to develop and embed anti-racism in your area of expertise.
8. To ensure that Critical Information Literacy is understood and reflected in all interactions with students and staff, as the Library’s default practice.
9. To engage with data, statistics and feedback to enable data drives decision making across library services.
10. To ensure that you are aware of and aligned with Goldsmiths’ Regulations, Strategy, and Objectives to work together to proactively advance Equality and Diversity.
11. At all times to help maintain a safe working environment by participating in training as necessary and following the Goldsmiths’ Health and Safety Codes of Practice and Policy.
At all times to comply with relevant data protection legislation, and university and Library procedures and policies.


Person Specification

Detailed below are the types of qualifications, experience, skills, and knowledge which are required of the post holder. Selection will be made upon evidence of best fit with these criteria.

The Essential criteria sections show the minimum essential requirements for the post, therefore if you cannot demonstrate in your application, you meet the essential criteria categorised below, you will not be invited to interview.

The Desirable criteria sections show additional attributes which would enable the applicant to perform the role more effectively with little or no training. 

The Category column indicates the method of assessment:

	A = Application form 		C = Certificate
	I = Interview	   R = Reference
	T = Test	   P = Presentation
[bookmark: _Hlk96941029]
	
	Category

	Essential Criteria 1 - Qualifications
	

	Educated to degree level, or equivalent experience
	A, C

	Professional qualification in librarianship or information science, or equivalent experience
	A, C

	Desirable Criteria 1 - Qualifications
	

	Teaching qualification or accreditation, or willingness to attain within three years
	A, C

	AdvanceHE Fellowship in any category, or willingness to attain Fellowship within three years
	A, C

	Essential Criteria 2 - Experience
	

	Experience of providing excellent support in an academic or research library
	A, I

	Experience of developing synchronous and asynchronous learning resources
	A, I

	Experience of collection and content management in relation to curriculum design
	A, I

	Experience of team leadership and staff management
	A, I

	Experience of delivering teaching, training or workshops covering one or more of: information or other literacies, research, study or digital skills in a library or higher education or professional setting
	A, I, P

	Proven track record of academic liaison and influencing
	A,I

	Essential Criteria 3 – Knowledge
	

	Knowledge of current issues and developments within research or higher education libraries
	A, I, P

	Knowledge of print and electronic resources to support learning and teaching
	A, I

	Knowledge of current and emerging methodologies and practices of teaching and learning
	A, I

	Knowledge of current and emerging technology relevant to role
	A, I 

	Knowledge of Critical Librarianship or critical information literacy and its role in academic libraries
	A, I 

	Knowledge of equity, diversity and inclusion principles relevant to the role 
	A, I 

	Desirable Criteria 3 - Knowledge
	

	Knowledge of specialist library information systems, for example library management systems, archives and museum management systems, resource discovery or reading list systems
	A, I

	Awareness of copyright and licensing issues related to multimedia content creation
	A, I

	Essential Criteria 4 - Skills
	

	Excellent multimodal communication skills required for liaison with students, staff and wider Goldsmiths teams
	A, I, P

	Excellent interpersonal skills with the ability to build strong working relationships across a large organisation
	A, I

	Ability to act collegially, working as a team member to deliver service objectives
	A, I

	Ability to prioritise and manage workload in support of delivery of wider Library strategic objectives and aims
	A, I

	Expertise in technologies and systems relevant to the role, for example Adobe Creative Suite, Zotero, virtual learning environments
	A, I

	Desirable Criteria 4 - Skills
	

	Preparation of multimodal content for online delivery of subject support
	A, I

	Essentia Criteria 5 - Additional Attributes
	

	Commitment to the delivery of exemplary service and a high level of user satisfaction
	A, I

	Commitment to own continuing professional development
	A, I

	Highly motivated and pro-active in outlook with the ability to motivate others 
	A, I, R




Please also note that where qualifications are required, employment is conditional on the verification of them. Qualifications (must be original documents) will be checked on or before the first day of appointment.


July 2025


Summary of Benefits

If you choose to work with us, you’ll become part of a learning organisation that is committed to professional and personal development, with comprehensive and innovative staff development and wellbeing programmes.

You’ll also have access to frequent lunchtime and evening talks, seminars and performances, and annual performance and development reviews.

Our other benefits include:

· Competitive salary
· Working in Zone 2, with fantastic transport links and interest free travel to work loans
· Excellent annual leave entitlement plus additional closure days at Christmas and Easter
· 3 days of volunteering leave per annum, plus parental and study leave allowance.
· Maternity, paternity, shared parental leave and adoption leave and pay
· Membership of USS or LPFA pension scheme, dependent upon grade
· Contractual sick pay provision
· Access to an Employee Assistance Programme, offering 24/7/365 confidential and free advice, support, and information service on a range of personal, family, or work-related matters. 
· Free eye tests
· Cycle to work scheme
· Wellbeing initiatives including the Chaplaincy and Staff Choir
· On-site dining facilities 
· Access to University of London facilities such as Senate House Library
· Membership of Staff Diversity Networks: (Dis)Ability, Goldsmiths Race Equality Group, LGBTQ+, Menopause, Parents and Carers, Women at Goldsmiths. (Staff are also encouraged to join networks as Allies should they wish to do so rather than as members)

Further information
 
For more information about Goldsmiths, please visit: www.gold.ac.uk/about

Thank you for your interest in working with us, we wish you all the best with your application. 
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